
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

MORE ON THE ECONOMIC COMPARISONS OF 
NUCEAR-POWERED AND OILED-FIRED SHIPS 

It i s n e c e s s a r y to b r ing to the at tent ion of the r e a d e r s 
of Nuclear Technology that the r e c e n t paper by Dade and 
Witz ig 1 has been one of those in the publicat ion r ev iew 
p r o c e s s dur ing the r e c e n t oi l e m b a r g o . As a conse -
quence , the oil p r i c e p red ic t ions a r e e x t r e m e l y c o n s e r -
va t ive , being in the 4.00 to 5.00 $ / b b l r eg ion , w h e r e a s 
today f i gu re s of 10.00 to 17.00 $ / b b l a r e commonplace . 
The conclus ions concern ing the economic c o m p a r i s o n s 
of f o s s i l - and n u c l e a r - p o w e r e d conta iner sh ips a r e 
f i r m l y suppor ted by the r i s i n g oil p r i c e s . Our coun t ry ' s 
p r o j e c t " I n d e p e n d e n c e " r e q u i r e s ano ther h a r d look at 

the economic advantages of n u c l e a r - p o w e r e d m e r c h a n t 
shipping: they a r e s e v e r a l fold. 
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