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At the outset, one must concede
that the significance of the Geneva
Conference on Peaceful Uses of
Atomic Energy is such that any li-
brary which prides itself in possess-
ing a significant collection in nuclear
science and engineering will pur-
chase a full set of the conference
proceedings, this review and others
not withstanding. Thus, the intent of
the review is to determine if the
content of Vol. 11 is such that a
practicing nuclear engineer might
want a copy for his personal library.

The first observation relates to
the printing of the Proceedings.
About 39% of the papers were given
and are printed in a language other
than English. However, for an addi-
tional $9.75, English translations of
all but three of the articles can be
obtained. One wonders if the per-
centage of sales in the English
speaking countries would not warrant
an all English version.

As the topics considered have not
undergone any major technical ad-
vances in the last two years, the
material presented, with several ob-
vious exceptions, is applicable today.

Part A, ‘‘Health Physics and Ra-
diation Protection,’’ contains several
excellent review papers with exten-
sive references on topics of current
interest. Regrettably, it contains an
equal number of papers treating the
national health physics program in
country “‘x y z.”” The latter papers
are considered to be of limited value
or interest to the membership.

The papers on ‘‘Radioactive Waste
Management,’” Part B, surveyed the
methods in use throughout the world.
Philosophical differences concerning
the relative magnitude of the hazards
involved in waste management and

the acceptability of disposal of waste
by burial at sea are more apparent
than any technical differences.

The papers in the section on ‘“The
Environment and Public Acceptance’’
vary significantly in overall quality,
but the section would be an excellent
source for background information
for use in preparation of public
service talks on the subject, This
section must have created the im-
pression at the conference of a
preacher ‘‘preaching to the con-
verted.”’

In summary, I would say that
some of the papers contained in Vol.
11 are quite interesting, but, in gen-
eral, the volume would not be used
enough to warrant purchase.
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