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It is difficult to prepare a mean-

ingful review of any Symposium; one 
has to have participated directly. 
Furthermore, there is usually only a 
skeletal continuity to the program, 
and there are often many gaps in the 
scope of the information that is pre-
sented. This particular Symposium 
was characterized, in a few well 
chosen concluding remarks by Jo-
seph Silverman, University of Mary-
land, as "the most realistic group I 
have ever encountered at a radiation 
processing m e e t i n g . . . When a 
speaker has been optimistic, he has 
been c h a l l e n g e d from the floor, 
specifically on matters of cost and 
feasibility . . . " Indeed, the pub-
lished discussions to the papers pro-
vide valuable additional insight to the 
progress and problems in this spe-
cialized field, and the lively tempo of 
the Symposium can be discerned in 
these informal remarks. The multi-
lingual reader will also benefit f rom 
those reports that are published in 
French and Russian. 

As a staunch defender of electron 
accelerators, I have to take issue 
with Silverman's c r i t i c i s m that 
' 'they are still inadequate as radia-
tion tools ," although I must admit 
that I found little in the Proceedings 
of the Symposium to rebut his words. 
It is indeed unfortunate that there 
are so few published details on the 
long-term performance of electron 
accelerators in p r o d u c t i o n use. 
These data certainly exist, but in 
some cases at least they are consid-
ered as proprietary information. 

Rather than to comment individ-
ually on the reports on so many 
varieties of radiation-induced pro-
cesses, I prefer to generalize by 
saying there is in these Proceed-
ings a wealth of interesting (and 
sometimes provocative) d a t a and 
commentary for the industrial-pro-
cess engineer as well as for the ra -
diation chemist. 
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This is a book containing one page 
of data on selected properties for 
each of "the atomic elements" (sup-
posedly omitting the non-atomic ele-
ments). It provides little o r no 
information not available in the many 
other handbooks already published, 
although the arrangement may be 
more convenient for some purposes. 
A brief examination of the book found 
the following points w h i c h raise 
questions about the general value of 
the publication: 

1. The number of protons and 
number of electrons are tabu-
lated for each element as items 
of data, an unnecessary semi-
redundancy. 

2. The choice of 30°C for the 
standard state seems strange. 

3. The hexagonal unit cell (p. 116) 
is incorrect. 

Although a random checking of 
some of the specific values of some 
of the data found them correct, the 
work does not seem such that it can 
be recommended for the $6 price 
when everyone is forced to carefully 
budget expenditures for one's pro-

fessional library. Of even more 
concern is the fact that this repre-
sents a cluttering of the literature by 
an uncritical publisher. 
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It has long been my view that the 
publication of the proceedings of a 
symposium, except when the subject 
is limited and the papers provide 
complete and up-to-date coverage, is 
anticlimactic; the value of a sympo-
sium comes from the interaction 
among its participants and what they 
derive from it. The proceedings 
normally have limited value and any 
major scientific contributions are 
ultimately p u b l i s h e d in scientific 
journals that receive much wider 
dissemination. 

There is, I have happily discov-
ered, another aspect to the publica-
tion of proceedings of symposia. It 
is in the recording of problems and 
the grouping together of approaches 
to their solutions. Peaceful Uses of 
Atomic Energy in Africa is an im-
portant c o n t r i b u t i o n to recording 
such problems and the evolution of 


