
β+ decay
A proton becomes a neutron, 
and a positron, a tiny particle 
with positive charge, is emitted
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There are two types of beta decay. In both, the nucleus 
emits a positive or negative particle. Beta can travel 
farther and penetrate about ½ inch into the body.

The nucleus emits two protons and two 
neutrons bound together in a particle 
identical to a helium nucleus. Alpha 
particles are heavy and only travel very 
short distances.

γ-decay
(gamma decay) 

Gamma radiation is a ray of pure energy. 
The rays travel great distances at the speed 
of light and can penetrate many materials.
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Visualize Radioactive Decay
Can you spot these different types of radioactive decay?
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β  ͞  decay
Neutron becomes a proton and 
emits a tiny, negatively charged 
particle like an electron
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