Partnership, the Department of Energy
contractor that oversees daily operations
at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New
Mexico. He replaces Tammy Reynolds,
who is leaving to pursue another position
at AECOM, which leads NWP. Balsmeier,
a 27-year veteran of the U.S. Navy nuclear
program, has spent 20 years working in
management positions at various DOE facilities and was the WIPP restart manager
from 2016 to 2017.
Marianne Walck has been named
director of science
and technology and
chief research officer at Idaho National Laboratory. Walck previously served
as vice president of
Sandia
National
Laboratories’ California
laboratory
and as head of SandWalck
ia’s energy and climate programs.
Benjamin Caleca has been assigned to
the Hanford Site as a resident inspector
for the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board. Caleca has been a member of the
DNFSB’s technical staff since May 2010
and most recently served as an engineer
in the Nuclear Programs and Analysis
Group.

NRC
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
has announced several leadership changes. Daniel H. Dorman will become deputy executive director for reactor and preparedness programs following the retirement of Michael R. Johnson; K. Steven
West will become deputy executive director for materials, waste, research, state,
tribal, compliance, administration, and
human capital; Darrell J. Roberts will
become regional administrator for Region
III, replacing West; and John B. Giessner
will replace Roberts as the Region III deputy regional administrator.

EPA
Arthur A. Elkins Jr. has stepped down
from his post as inspector general at the
Environmental Protection Agency. Elkins, who served in the position for the
past eight years, plans to take a job outside
of the federal government. The EPA’s deputy inspector general, Charles J. Sheehan,
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will serve as acting inspector general until
a permanent replacement is nominated by
the president and confirmed by the Senate.

Utilities
Michael Skaggs has been named chief
operating officer of the Tennessee Valley
Authority. Skaggs has 35 years of experience in the utility business, including
over 25 years at TVA. He most recently
served as executive president of operations. Timothy Rausch has been named
TVA’s chief nuclear officer. Rausch formerly served as senior vice president and
chief nuclear officer for Talen Energy’s
Susquehanna nuclear plant. William D.
Johnson, TVA president and chief executive officer, has announced his plans to
retire. Johnson, who joined TVA in 2013,
will remain CEO through the period of
selection and orientation of his successor.
Thomas N. Mitchell has been elected
chairman of the World Association of Nuclear Operators, effective March 1. He will
replace current WANO chairman Jacques
Régaldo. Mitchell,
who served as president and chief executive officer of Ontario Power Generation from 2009 to
2015, chaired WANO’s post–Fukushima Daiichi committee in 2011 and has
served as deputy diMitchell
rector of the WANO
Atlanta Centre.
Brad Berryman has been promoted
to senior vice president and chief nuclear
officer of Talen Energy, where he is responsible for overseeing the Susquehanna nuclear power plant near Berwick, Pa.
Berryman joined Talen in February 2017
as site vice president at Susquehanna. He
was previously the general manager at
NextEra Energy Resources’ Turkey Point
plant in Homestead, Fla.
Jim Connolly has been named STP
Nuclear Operating
Company’s
chief
nuclear officer. Connolly, who has more
than 34 years of experience in the nuclear industry, had
served as site vice
president at the
South Texas Project
nuclear power plant
Connolly
since 2016.
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